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Abstract—Recently, microwave photonics techniques have
significantly progressed to realize a new type of communication
system enhancing the synergetic effect of wireless easy access
and photonic broadbandness. This paper describes the concept
of radio highway networks configured by radio on fiber links,
which are transparent for various types of radio formats. Also
as an effective candidate for a multiple-access method of radio
signal into the radio highway network, this paper reports direct
optical switching code-division multiple-access system and shows
its performance theoretically and experimentally.

Index Terms—Microwave photonics, optical code-division mul-
tiple access (CDMA), radio highway, radio on fiber.

I. INTRODUCTION

RADIO on fiber (RoF) links have the function of transfer-
ring radio signals into remote stations with keeping their

radio format, such as radio frequencies, modulation formats,
and so on. Consequently, RoF links are considered hopeful
candidates for various future cellular access networks, such as
next-generation mobile communication systems, road-to-ve-
hicle radio access links in intelligent transport systems (ITS),
or distribution systems of cable TV signals. Actually, many
systems employing RoF techniques have been developed and
used for ITS [1] and mobile communication applications in
underground, tunnels, and in buildings that ordinarily become
a dead zone for radio signals[2]–[5]. For this purpose, the
transmission format in the fiber-optic networks is typically
based on analog optical modulation techniques [6]–[12].

However, the technologies for radio access systems continue
changing rapidly and many new wireless access systems will ap-
pear to satisfy the tremendous increase of users’ demands. Since
different wireless access services have usually different types
of radio signal formats, different types of radio base stations
(RBSs) and backbone networks should be segregated according
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to their services and operators. Consequently, a long time and
an excessive investment are necessary to start a new wireless
access service or to change its radio format.

In order to solve this problem, the concept of radio highway
networks has been proposed, as illustrated in Fig. 1 [11]. The
radio access zone architecture employs conventional microcel-
lular or picocellular radio systems. However, the RBS receiving
or transmitting radio signals in each radio zone equip only the
converter between radio signals and optical signals. The RBS
requires neither the modulation functions nor the demodulation
functions of radio signals. The radio signals converted into op-
tical signals are transferred via an RoF link with the benefit of
its low transmission loss. Therefore, the RoF links can be in-
dependent of the radio signals’ format and can provide many
universal radio access methods. This means that radio highway
networks are very flexible to the modification of radio signal
formats, the opening of new radio services, or the accommoda-
tion of some different types of radio signal formats. A remote
central station, called the radio control station (RCS), executes
the functions of modulation and demodulation of radio and other
controls such as channel allocation, handover processing, and so
on. Such concentrated execution of their complicated function
provides a much simplified and cost-effective radio access net-
work and promises easy realization of recent advanced demod-
ulation techniques, such as macro diversity, handover control,
and interference cancellations.

In order to realize radio highway networks, one subject is
which photonic link configuration and multiplexing scheme
is suitable. Three topologies become candidates for the RoF
link configuration: star, ring, and bus configurations. The latter
two can reduce the fiber count; thus they offer cost-effective
and quick construction of networks and also easy extension
of RBSs. Capabilities are very important in realizing radio
highway networks because the density of RBSs increases
according to the number of users, and becomes very high
in recent micro/picocellular requirements. For indoor use,
network flexibility and fiber count reduction are very important
matters, because the reinstallation of fibers is wasteful. In
employing passive fiber-optic topologies such as passive
double star, ring, and bus topologies, another important subject
is a photonic access scheme for various types of radio air

0733-8724/03$17.00 © 2003 IEEE



3210 JOURNAL OF LIGHTWAVE TECHNOLOGY, VOL. 21, NO. 12, DECEMBER 2003

Fig. 1. Concept of radio highway networks.

interfaces. The candidates are subcarrier multiplexing (SCM),
time-division multiple access (TDMA), code-division multiple
access (CDMA), and wavelength-division multiple (WDM)
access. In discussing a suitable photonic multiplexing scheme
for radio highway networks, we should make much of the
cost efficiency, the ease of use, and the simplicity of network
configuration.

As mentioned above, the radio highway networks have the
potential to be universally used for different radio services
operated by different operators, because the configuration of
RBSs and RoF links can be independent of the radio signal
formats. Such advanced purpose requires further subjects. The
different types of radio services operated by different carriers
will need to be delivered to different RCSs in different locations
in most cases. This means that the networks should include
the routing node that executes routing of radio signals, that is,
distinguishing and switching of radio signals. Therefore, in
selecting a particular multiplexing scheme, it is also important
to make much of the simplicity for the routing of radio signals,
and it is desirable that the routing process should be imple-
mented at the optical stages in order to keep its transparency
for radio signals.

As a multiple-access method for the radio highway networks,
SCMA methods [6], [13] and TDMA methods [14], [15] have
often been discussed. The SCMA method exceeds in simplicity
and flexibility. However, each radio cell needs a different radio
frequency, and optical signal beat noises severely deteriorate the
carrier-to-noise ratio (CNR) at the RCS if there are no strict con-
trols of optical wavelengths of laser diodes connected to the RoF
link at each RBS. Reference [16] investigates the reduction of
optical signal beat noises in the SCM/WDM network. On the
other hand, TDMA method is an attractive candidate because
no optical beat noises arise and a radio frequency can be reused
among several microcells. However, this method needs the time
synchronization of the whole system. In the downlink of radio
highway networks, for example, the radio or video distribution

can be provided by the conventional multiplexing method such
as SCMA method. On the other hand, the uplink traffic is not
so large in spite of many potential subscribers, but there exist
various types of radio signals that have different frequencies
and different multiple-access methods. The CDMA method will
be another candidate as a multiple-access method for the up-
link of radio highway networks. The CDMA method needs the
chip syncronization among the used spreading codes. However,
its asynchronous access property, flexibility, and transparency
for various radio air interfaces are more attractive than SCMA
methods and TDMA methods.

It has been necessary to find new optical CDMA methods for
radio highway networks from the viewpoints of the flexibility
in assigning code sequences and the implementation by RoF
links using the optical intensity modulation (IM). The proposed
direct optical switching (DOS)-CDMA scheme [17] can be
performed only with an optical switch (OSW) at the transmitter
and also an OSW, a photodetector (PD), and an electrical
bandpass filter (BPF) at the receiver. Therefore, any type of
radio signal can be converted into optical IM/CDMA signals.
In the DOS-CDMA scheme, multiplexing is performed by
randomizing positions of optical pulses at an OSW driven with
a pseudonoise (PN) unipolar code sequence such as optical
orthogonal code (OOC). Furthermore, when the DOS-CDMA
scheme employs the optical polarity reversing correlator
(OPRC) to use bipolar PN codes which are usually used in
CDMA radio systems, the number of multiplexed radio signals
can be increased [18].

This paper describes the principle of our proposed
DOS-CDMA scheme, shows some theoretical analysis
results of the system performance, and gives the latest exper-
imental results of the received radio signal quality improved
by using OPRC. Also, this paper experimentally examines
the improvement in carrier-to-(interference plus noise) ratio
(CINR) obtained by assigning even weight of a bipolar code to
optical intensity pulse for the first time.
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The remainder of this paper is composed as follows.
Section II describes the principle of the DOS-CDMA for radio
highway networks. Section III describes the OPRC for the
DOS-CDMA scheme and shows the theoretical analysis results
of the carrier-to-interference power ratio (CIR), which show
that the OPRC using bipolar PN codes can further improve
the number of maximum connected RBSs over the unipolar
type correlator using prime codes as one of OOC. Section IV
describes some experimental results.

II. DIRECT OPTICAL SWITCHING CDMA METHOD

A. Optical CDMA Method

There are two CDMA methods that can be applied for the
radio highway network. One is the electrical CDMA and IM
method [19], in which radio signals are spectrum-spread in
the electrical domain and converted into optical IM signals at
the laser diode (LD), and their correlations are performed in
the electrical domain after the photodetection at the PD. This
method is the most conventional one, but it is difficult to use
a chip rate of more than hundreds of megachips per second
because of the band limitation of the electrical circuits. As
a result, the spreading gain is rather low and the number of
multiple-access RBSs is limited.

Another is the optical CDMA method, in which the spec-
trum-spreading of radio signals and their correlations are per-
formed in the optical domain. The optical CDMA method is
more suitable than the conventional electrical CDMA method
because various types of radio signals can be multiplexed in op-
tical domain and high processing gains can be gained with ease
by using the broad bandwidth of optical devices.

Up to this time, various optical CDMA methods have been
studied mainly for digital optical local-area networks. Optical
CDMA methods such as using fiber delay lines [20], optical
phase masks [21], and coherent optical phase modulations [22]
have been proposed. In the optical CDMA method using fiber
delay lines, the encoding and the decoding are performed by de-
laying optical pulses in the time domain. In the optical CDMA
method using optical phase masks, the spectral encoding and the
decoding are performed by phase-modulating optical pulses in
the domain of optical frequency. These methods can be applied
for optical digital modulation; however, it is difficult to apply
them for multiplexing radio signals for radio highway networks
because the networks are configured with analog IM RoF links.
Furthermore, these methods lack flexibility in assigning code
sequences. The optical coherent CDMA methods use optical
phase modulations; therefore, their correlator is quite the same
as in the RF spread-spectrum system but needs very complicated
and fine narrow-band optical filters, which are very sensitive
to temperature changes. On the other hand, the optical CDMA
using optical disk patterns has been proposed [23]. However,
in this method, the assignment of code sequences is not flex-
ible and the application to radio signals has not been taken into
account.

Therefore, it has been necessary to find new optical CDMA
methods for radio highway networks from the viewpoints of
flexibility in assigning code sequences and the optical CDMA
using the optical IM. The proposed DOS-CDMA[17] scheme

can be performed only with an OSW at the transmitter, and
also an OSW, a PD, and an electrical BPF at the receiver.
Consequently, any types of radio signal can be converted
into optical IM/CDMA signals. In the DOS-CDMA scheme,
the multiplexing is performed by randomizing positions of
optical pulses at an OSW driven with a PN code. This is quite
different from the random-access discrete address scheme
using quantized pulse position modulation [24].

B. Principle of DOS-CDMA Method

The DOS-CDMA scheme uses ON–OFF type switching spec-
tral spreading. Each radio signal received at each RBS is trans-
mitted to an RCS by analog-type optical pulse amplitude mod-
ulation (PAM) scheme, and the multiple access among many
RBSs is performed by the DOS-CDMA scheme. The regener-
ation of radio signal is based on the bandpass natural sampling
theory [15], [25]. Fig. 2 shows the system model to illustrate the
principle of the DOS-CDMA process at the RBS transmitter and
the correlating process at the RCS receiver.

At the RBS, a received radio signal is converted into an
optical IM signal by modulating LD directly, next sampled at an
OSW, which is driven with a certain code sequence , and
the output signal of OSW is transmitted to a receiver through
optical fiber. At the output of OSW in the transmitter, we can
obtain optical PAM/IM signals whose pulses are positioned
according to the code pattern of . At the receiver, many
PAM/IM signals from many RBSs are correlated with the
code sequence at an OSW, then directly detected at a
PD and interpolated at a BPF to regenerate the desired radio
signal. It is assumed that the code sequence matched
with the one at the RBS is regenerated at the RCS, and the
synchronization between two code sequences is taken. The
radio signal, which is contaminated by all other radio signals, is
fed into a demodulator in order to obtain the information data.

The radio signal at the th RBS is represented by

Re (1)

where is radio frequency and is the complex envelope
with its bandwidth . The optical on–off switching CDMA is
performed at the OSW, driven by a code sequence , whose
frame period and chip width are (second) and , respec-
tively. Its pulse amplitude is one or zero. The intensity of the
optical PAM/IM signal at the output of the OSW is given by

(2)

where is the average transmitted optical power before optical
switching.

is a bandpass natural sampled signal converted from
a radio signal because an optical switching is a window-type
sampling. Therefore, a radio signal can be conveyed by optical
carrier while keeping its signaling format and regenerated from
the pulsed signals by the interpolation at a BPF, if we choose
a sampling period of less than or equal to half of the inverse
of the radio signal bandwidth [ ]. Since a pseudo-
random sequence is chosen as a code sequence that drives the
OSW at the transmitter in the DOS-CDMA system, the dura-
tions between optical pulses become various values according
to the kind of code sequence, but each pulse is surely repeated
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Fig. 2. Principle of DOS CDMA transmitter and receiver.

with its frame period of . Therefore, in order to regenerate
the radio signal after interpolation, of less than or equal to
1 (2 ) should be chosen. From the viewpoint of simplicity,
however, using of much less than 1 (2 ) is not effective
because a much faster speed for OSW is required. Hence, in this
paper, is set to be the maximum value, that is, 1 (2 ).

To improve the quality of the regenerated radio signal in a
DOS-CDMA system, a code sequence with the highest possible
autocorrelation and the lowest possible cross-correlation has to
be chosen. In the DOS-CDMA using optical IM/direct detec-
tion (DD) scheme, a unipolar code has to be used as a code
sequence, while PN codes like maximum length code (M-se-
quence) or Gold code are used in a conventional radio CDMA
system. Reference [20] reported that a prime code sequence is
the best code as a unipolar orthogonal code that can provide the
highest autocorrelation and the lowest cross-correlation of var-
ious orthogonal codes. Therefore, in the DOS-CDMA system,
the prime code sequence is employed as a spread-spectrum (SS)
code.

A set of prime codes has the preferable feature for an IM/DD
CDMA system that there are very few coincidences of ones
among code sequences. Prime codes with length are derived
from prime sequences obtained from a Galois field GF( ) where

is a prime number. Table I shows an example of prime se-
quences and prime code sequences for a prime number of
seven. Each prime sequence element is obtained by the
product of the corresponding and modulo . Letting

, denote the th prime code
sequence in which a th code element is given by

otherwise.
(3)

TABLE I
PRIME SEQUENCE AND PRIME CODE SEQUENCES FOR PRIME NUMBER

In the DOS-CDMA scheme using prime codes,
is set to 1 (2 ) in order to gain the largest code length
at the same switching speed of the OSW; thus the chip width

is given by . When an OSW correlator is driven with
the th prime code sequence at the receiver, the optical
PAM/IM signal transmitted from the th RBS is extracted out
of all CDMA signals. Then the output current of the PD is com-
posed of a desired signal component , interference compo-
nents , and additive noise components . and
are, respectively, given by

(4)
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Fig. 3. Normalized both-side power spectrum density of signal. (a) Two
components of desired signal and frequently are overlapped. (b) Two
components of desired signal and frequently are not overlapped.

(5)

where , , and are the responsivity of the PD, the average
received optical power at the correlator, and the total number
of connected RBSs, respectively. Here, we derive the CIR in
the DOS-CDMA system. We derive the power spectral density
(PSD) of signal component by calculating the autocorre-
lation of from (4). The PSD of , , is given by

(6)

where is the power spectrum of and sinc is
.

Fig. 3 shows the normalized both-sides PSD of the signal
component. The first three terms of are the desired signal
component around and , and the other terms are the fre-
quency shifted components caused by bandpass sampling. Im-
ages of these shifted components cause the distortion in the
desired signal as the self-interference if they overlap over the
signal components as shown in Fig. 3(a). We can perfectly re-
move the self-interference components by setting the value of
the radio frequency at 1/2 or ( is an integer)
as shown in Fig. 3(b). Without such special values of , how-
ever, the self-interference component may not deteriorate the
signal quality because its power is low compared with that of
the carrier signal component. We examine the carrier signal to
self-interference power ratio (CSIR).

Fig. 4 shows some numerical results for the of 1.93 GHz
and of 900 KHz. In the small , the sinc function causes

Fig. 4. Relationship between carrier to self-interference power ratio and prime
code number p.

TABLE II
AVERAGE VARIANCE OF THE CROSS-CORRELATION OF THE PRIME CODE

the up and down in CSIR, but as increases, CSIR tends to be
a saturated value of more than 30 dB, which is enough to obtain
the radio signal quality in DOS-CDMA. As increases, the sat-
urated value of CSIR is determined by the relation between
and . Therefore, in the following analysis, we will ignore the
self-interference components.

From (6), the carrier power of the regenerated radio signal
is given by

(7)

Let denote the average variance of the cross-correlation of
the prime code. Then, the carrier-to-interference power ratio
CIR is given by

CIR (8)

Table II shows for different values of prime number calcu-
lated by using computer simulation. is a little increased as
increases but has a saturated value of 0.329 for .

III. OPTICAL POLARITY REVERSING CORRELATOR (OPRC)
FOR DOS-CDMA USING PN CODES

In the DOS-CDMA method described in Section II, only
optical unipolar orthogonal codes such as prime codes [20]
were applied to obtain a desired process gain because an optical
switch is used to decode DOS-CDMA signals at each correlator.
However, the prime code suffers a limit in the number of distinct
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Fig. 5. Configuration of the DOS CDMA system.

code sequences, which results in the limitation of the number of
radio base stations connected to the radio highway network. In
addition, the use of prime codes for the DOS-CDMA scheme
makes the optical power efficiency low because of its quite
low pulse duty. Therefore, we should consider a new type of
correlator for the DOS-CDMA method to which PN codes such
as maximal length codes and gold codes can be applied because
those codes are usually used in radio systems and generally
superior in the number of distinct code sequences compared
with prime codes. For digital networks using the optical CDMA
method, the sequence inversion keyed (SIK) direct sequence
(DS)-CDMA methods have been proposed in [26] and [27].
The method requires specially balanced PN codes. In order to
allow the use of any unbalanced PN codes, the power splitting
ratio of the power divider at the optical correlator has been
controlled [28], and the transmission of two channels using two
wavelengths or two orthogonal polarizations has been proposed
[29]. In SIK-CDMA methods, however, binary digital data
are encoded and transmitted with the positive polarity and the
negative polarity of bipolar codes; thereby their correlators at
the receiver cannot be applied to DOS-CDMA signals that are
converted from radio signals by the on–off switching CDMA
method. In this section, the OPRC for the DOS-CDMA radio
highway network using PN codes [18], [30] is described.

Fig. 5 illustrates the configuration of the DOS-CDMA
system with its topology of a bus-type fiber-optic link. radio
zones are connected to the bus link, where the radio signals
from radio terminals in each zone are multiplexed by the

DOS-CDMA scheme and transmitted to the RCS. The RBS in
each zone equips only an LD, an OSW, and an automatic gain
controller (AGC) and is connected to a bus link with a passive
optical coupler (OC).

As mentioned in previous section, after the direct-intensity
modulation of LD, the optical on–off switching SS is performed
at the OSW, and in the bus-type fiber link, many optical sig-
nals are multiplexed by DOS-CDMA. At the receiver, the op-
tical powers of the received DOS-CDMA signals from RBSs
are different from each other because the optical loss between
each RBS and the RCS is different. Also, IM indexes of the re-
ceived CDMA signals are different from each other because the
radio signal received by the RBS has various amplitudes due
to fading and different distance between terminals and a RBS.
These differences cause the near–far problem in CDMA system.
For this reason, an RBS is equipped with an AGC to control the
amplitude of a received radio signal in order to keep the optical
modulation index constant at the LD, and also equipped with an
optical amplifier (OA) to compensate optical loss between two
RBSs. At the RCS, optical CDMA signals from RBSs are at first
power-split into each of receivers, then received at the OPRC
receiver.

A. Principle Of OPRC

The OPRC can be realized with various optical devices such
as optical switches, matched filters, and Mach–Zehnder interfer-
ometers (MZIs). Fig. 6 illustrates the configuration of the trans-
mitter and the OPRC for the optical CDMA using the PN code
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Fig. 6. Configuration of the transmitter and the OPRC receiver for DOS CDMA using PN codes.

having the value of 1 or 1. The has the frame pe-
riod and the chip width . In the interval of , has
the code length of chips, and the number of weight ones is
( 1) 2. At the th RBS, LD is assumed to be directly mod-
ulated by the radio signal with the optical modulation index of
one. DOS-CDMA is performed by OSW driven with the biased
PN code . Then, the intensity of optical
signal from the th RBS is written by

(9)

where is the radio signal with the bandwidth and the
carrier frequency , and is the average transmitted optical
power before the optical switching.

At the th OPRC, many IM/CDMA signals are received and
split into two signals at the OC. It is assumed that the biased
PN code matched with the one at the th RBS is regen-
erated at the RCS by using the retiming code generator such as
the retiming block, and the synchronization between two code
sequences is taken. Then, the OPRC is driven by the biased PN
code. In the case of the OPRC realized with an MZI, the phase of
the optical phase shifter (OPS) is shifted according to the biased
PN code . When is one, the phase difference between
both arms of MZI is zero, thus IM/CDMA signals are outputted
to the upper port of MZI through the second OC. When is
zero, the phase difference between both arms of MZI is set to ;

thus the lower port of MZI outputs IM/CDMA signals through
the second OC. In the case of OPRC realized with two OSWs,
the upper OSW is set to “on” when is one, and the lower
OSW is set to “on” when is zero. Thus, the output currents
of the balanced mixing PD (BMPD) are expressed as

(10)

(11)

where is the responsivity of the PD and and are
additive noise currents, respectively. Equations (10) and (11)
show that the positive polarity of the desired th code
matches with the th one at the RBS at the upper port of MZI
or the upper OSW. However, it is obstructed at the lower port of
MZI or the lower OSW. The desired th signal at the input to
the BPF is a bandpass natural sampled signal converted from the

th radio signal . The radio signal can be regenerated from
the pulsed signals by the interpolation at the BPF, as discussed
in Section II.

On the other hand, for the interference signal ,
both ports of MZI or both OSWs generate interferences only
when the positive polarity of coincides with the positive or
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negative polarity of . Two interferences of BMPD are sub-
tracted and suppressed at the BPF. However, in the unipolar-type
correlator described in Section II-B, PN codes cannot be applied
because the interference is never suppressed though the code se-
quence length increases. Details will be discussed in the next
section.

B. Carrier-To-Interference Ratio Performance

The OPRC can be implemented instead of the unipolar-type
correlator for a prime code at the receiver in DOS-CDMA
system, as shown in Fig. 5. This section investigates the CINR
performance improved by the OPRC for PN codes.

The carrier power and the interference power can be the-
oretically derived from the PSD of the output of BPF at the re-
ceiver by the same manner as Section II-B. The results are as
follows:

(12)

for gold codes

for maximal
length codes

(13)

where is the averaged received optical power. Hence, from
(12) and (13), the CIRs for gold codes and maximal length codes
are written by

CIR
for gold codes

for maximal length codes.
(14)

It is seen from (14) that the CIR is improved in proportion to the
code length . For comparison, we show the CIR in the case that
PN codes are applied to the unipolar-type correlator as the same
with the proposed OPRC. The CIR is written by

CIR
for gold codes

for maximal
length codes.

(15)

It is seen from the comparison between (14) and (15) that the
OPRC is effective for PN code, while the unipolar type corre-
lator never improves the CIR for any .

C. Numerical Results and Discussions

In this section, we show some numerical results and dis-
cussions. Parameters used for calculation are summarized
in Table III. Fig. 7 shows the relationship between the code
length and the CIR for the OPRC shown in Fig. 6 and
the unipolar-type correlator shown in Fig. 2 in the case of
using PN codes for . In the case of the unipolar-type
correlator using maximal length codes and gold codes, there
is no improvement in the CIR though increases. It is also
seen from (15) that the CIR almost equals 4 ( 1) regardless
of . Hence, PN codes cannot be applied to the unipolar-type
correlator. However, it is seen from Fig. 7 and (14) that in the
OPRC, the CIR is improved as the increases. The results
show that PN codes such as maximal length codes and gold
codes can be applied to the DOS-CDMA radio highway using
the OPRC.

TABLE III
PARAMETER USED FOR CALCULATIONS

Fig. 7. Relationship between the code sequence length L and the CIR.

Reference [20] has reported that the prime code is the best
as a unipolar orthogonal code that can provide the highest CIR.
In the next figure, we compare the number of distinct code se-
quences that results in the limitation of the number of RBSs
connected to the radio highway for maximal length codes, gold
codes, and prime codes. Fig. 8 shows the number of distinct
code sequences versus the code sequence length . Gold code
sequences are generated by combining a pair of preferred max-
imal length sequences using modulo-2 addition if the number
of preferred maximal length sequences is at least two [31]. On
the other hand, in the case of prime codes, the number of dis-
tinct code sequences is equal to the prime number for the code
sequence length of . The numbers of distinct code sequences
for maximal length codes and gold codes are larger than that for
prime codes. For example, comparing maximal length codes and
gold codes of with prime codes of , the
numbers of distinct code sequences for maximal length codes
and gold codes are ten times and 183 times larger than that for
prime codes, respectively. Therefore, using the proposed OPRC
can assign a larger number of distinct code sequences to RBSs
in optical CDMA radio highway than using the unipolar-type
correlator using prime codes.

Fig. 9 shows the relationship between the switching speed
1 and the number of maximum connected RBSs in
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Fig. 8. Number of distinct code sequences versus the code sequence lengthL.

Fig. 9. Relationship between the switching speed in the DOS-CDMA and the
number of maximum connected RBSs.

the case that the required CINR is 30 dB. The CINR is ana-
lyzed assuming the exist of the receiver thermal noise, the rel-
ative intensity noise, and the spontaneous emission noise of
OA. This figure shows that by the OPRC using Gold codes,
the number of maximum connected RBSs can be much fur-
ther improved for small such as 10 dBm compared with
the unipolar-type correlator for prime codes—for example, in
the case of GHz, which corresponds to a code
length of about 5440. The switching speed can be realized by
the available state-of-the-art switch. The proposed OPRC using
gold codes can accommodate 1.3 and 2.5 times the number of
RBSs to the radio highway with a CINR of 30 dB compared
with the unipolar-type correlator using prime codes for of
0 dBm and 10 dBm, respectively. In this analysis, however,
the switching waveform and the extinction ratio of OSW are
assumed to be ideal rectangular and infinity, respectively. The
evaluation of the influence from their degradation should be a
further subject.

Fig. 10. Experimental setup for DOS-CDMA using OPRC receiver.

TABLE IV
SPECIFICATIONS OF EXPERIMENTAL SETUP

IV. AN EXPERIMENTAL INVESTIGATION OF INTERFERENCE

SUPPRESSION IN OPRC

This section shows the experimental investigation of CIR per-
formance in DOS-CDMA system. We will experimentally show
the CIR performance improved by using OPRC compared to
using the unipolar-type correlator. We will also observe for the
first time that the CIR performance is further improved by using
the even weight maximal length code compared to using the odd
weight maximal length code.

Fig. 10 shows the experimental setup, the specifications of
which are summarized in Table IV [32]. The transmitter con-
sists of LD and LiNbO intensity modulator (LN-MOD). The
RF signal intensity-modulates the LD with its wavelength of
1.3 m. The IM signal is on–off encoded at the LN-MOD driven
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Fig. 11. Waveform and spectrum of DOS-CDMA signal at the output of the transmitter: (a) the waveform and (b) its spectrum.

with the rectangular pulsed M-sequence from the code gener-
ator. The receiver consists of a 3-dB coupler, two LN-MODs,
an optical delay line (ODL), two optical attenuators (ATTs), a
BMPD, a BPF, and an RF amplifier.

At the receiver, the received optical signal is divided into two
branches by a 3-dB coupler. The divided optical signals are de-
coded at each LN-MOD. The LN-MOD in the upper branch is
driven with the biased PN code (1 ) 2, and the LN-MOD
in the lower branch is driven with (1 2, that is inverse
one of the input M-sequence. At the BMPD, the decoded op-
tical signals are photodetected and subtracted. The output of
the BMPD is the pulsed RF signal, and the interpolation of the
BPF regenerates the desired RF signal and at the same time sup-
presses the interference signal.

Fig. 11(a) shows an example of the waveform of the trans-
mitter output in the case of a code length of seven and a code
rate of 600 kHz. We can see that the PN pattern is mapped into an
RF intensity-modulating signal. Fig. 11(b) shows an example of
the spectrum of the transmitter output in the case of radio signal
bandwidth of 300 kHz. The spectrum has a symmetric sinc type
about the center frequency of 1.9 GHz and the harmonic com-
ponents appear at intervals of the code frequency 300 kHz.

Next, we measured the CINR performance of OPRC for
DOS-CDMA. The desired RF signal power was measured
when the transmitter and the receiver use the same maximal
length code. Code synchronization between the transmitter and
receiver was obtained by using cunning clock. The interference

RF power was measured when the receiver used a chip-shifted
maximal length code as a code different from the desired one.

Fig. 12 shows the experimental result of the relationship be-
tween the code length versus CINR performance in the case of
the chip rate of 4.2 Mchips/s. In this figure, “w/o OPRC” means
to use the unipolar-type correlator. We can observe the CINR
improvement. This improvement is caused by CIR improvement
obtained by the OPRC receiver. The OPRC can improve CIR in
proportion to the square of code length, while the increase of
the code length never improves the CIR performance in the case
of the use of the unipolar-type correlator. The CINR value was
around 6 dB.

When we use bipolar PN codes having a value of 1 or 1
as spreading codes of DOS-CDMA system, there are two
methods in code mapping into optical on–off pulses. One is to
map weight “1” of the code into optical on-pulse, and another
is to map the weight “ 1” of the code into optical on-pulses.
However, the number of on-pulses in a DOS-CDMA signal
becomes different between these two methods, because the
numbers of the “1” and “ 1” weight of bipolar codes such
as maximal length code, gold code, and so on, are ordinarily
different. This fact leads to the difference in the obtained CIR.
A code from maximal length codes has even weight “ 1”
and odd weight “ 1,” and the number of odd weight “ 1” is
larger than that of even weight “ 1.” In this experiment using
maximal length code, the former is called the even weight
maximal length code and the latter is called the odd weight
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Fig. 12. Measured CINR performance versus the code length of PN code.

Fig. 13. Measured CINR performance in using the even weight maximum
length code and its improvement.

maximal length code. In the experimental results shown in
Fig. 12, we used the odd weight maximal length code at the
encoder of the transmitter as in the analysis in Sections II and
III, because it made the received optical power as large as
possible. However, the obtained CIR should be examined when
using the even weight maximal length code, because it will be
much easier to make the interference RF power between upper
and lower branches at the OPRC quite the same.

Fig. 13 shows the measured CINR performance versus code
length for the even and odd weight maximal length code in the
case of the chip rate of 4.2 Mchips/s. While CINR is improved
as the code length increasing for the odd weight maximal length
code, the CINR for the even weight maximal length code has a
fixed value of about 42 dB for any value of the code length,
which is dominated by the noise power. Compared with the
odd weight maximal length code, the improvement in CINR ob-
tained by the even weight M-sequence is about 35 and 10 dB for
code lengths of 7 and 127 chips, respectively.

V. SUMMARY

Radio highway networks enable us to operate more flexible
radio air interfaces. Therefore, we can use a variety of frequency
bands without replacing the base station equipment and net-

works. We have proposed DOS-CDMA method for the radio
highway network and investigated its performance. Theoretical
and experimental results have shown that the proposed OPRC
is effective for DOS-CDMA system using conventional bipolar
PN code and also confirmed the availability of the application of
the even weight maximal length code for DOS-CDMA system.

ACKNOWLEDGMENT

The authors are thankful to Prof. S.-J. Park, Seowon Univer-
sity, Korea, for his invaluable support.

REFERENCES

[1] H. Harada, K. Sato, and M. Fujise, “A feasibility study on a radio-on-
fiber based road-to-vehicle communication systems by a code division
multiplexing radio transmission scheme,” in Proc. ITST2000, Oct. 2000,
pp. 155–160.

[2] K. Morita and H. Ohtsuka, “The new generation of wireless communi-
cations based on fiber-radio technologies,” IEICE Trans. Commun., vol.
E76-B2, no. 9, pp. 1061–1068, Sept. 1993.

[3] Y. Okada, N. Hirakata, A. Kamemura, T. Saito, Y. Masuda, and Y.
Koshino, “Optical fiber link radio expansion system for weak reception
area,” in Proc. ICUPC’95, Tokyo, Japan, Nov. 1995, pp. 501–505.

[4] Y. Ebine, “Development of fiber-radio systems for cellular mobile com-
munications,” in Tech. Dig. MWP’99, Melbourne, Australia, Nov. 1999,
pp. 249–252.

[5] I. Seto et al., “Small-size remote base station with radio-over-fiber
(ROF) techniques for IMT-2000,” in Tech. Dig. 4th KJWS on MMWP,
Daejeon, Korea, Jan. 2003, pp. 9–12.

[6] W. I. Way, “Subcarrier multiplexed lightwave system design considera-
tions for subcarrier loop applications,” J. Lightwave Technol., vol. 7, pp.
1806–1818, Nov. 1989.

[7] S. Komaki, K. Tsukamoto, S. Hara, and N. Morinaga, “Proposal of
fiber and radio extension link for future personal communications,”
Microwave Opt. Technol. Lett., vol. 6, no. 1, pp. 55–60, Jan. 1993.

[8] J. Namiki et al., “Optical feeder basic system design for microcel-
lular mobile radio,” IEICE Trans. Commun., vol. E76-B, no. 9, pp.
1069–1077, Sept. 1993.

[9] H. Ogawa et al., “Microwave and millimeter-wave fiber optic technolo-
gies for subcarrier transmission systems,” IEICE Trans. Commun., vol.
E76-B, no. 9, pp. 1078–1090, Sept. 1993.

[10] W. I. Way, “Optical fiber-based microcellular systems: an overview,”
IEICE Trans. Commun., vol. E76-B, no. 9, pp. 1091–1102, Sept. 1993.

[11] S. Komaki, K. Tsukamoto, M. Okada, and H. Harada, “Proposal of radio
highway networks for future multimedia-personal wireless communica-
tions,” in Proc. ICPWC’94, Aug. 1994, pp. 204–208.

[12] S. Komaki, K. Tsukamoto, and M. Okada, “Requirements for
radio-wave photonic devices from the viewpoint of future mobile
radio systems,” IEEE Trans. Microwave Theory Tech., vol. 43, pp.
2222–2228, Sept. 1995.

[13] T. H. Wood and N. K. Shankaranarayanan, “Operation of a passive op-
tical network with subcarrier multiplexing in the presence of optical beat
interference,” J. Lightwave Technol., vol. 11, pp. 1632–1640, Oct. 1993.

[14] H. Harada, K. Tsukamoto, S. Komaki, and N. Morinaga, “Optical
TDMA scheme for fiber-optic millimeter-wave radio system,” Trans.
IEICE Jpn., vol. J77-C-I, no. 11, pp. 649–658, Nov. 1994.

[15] H. Harada, S. Kajiya, K. Tsukamoto, and S. Komaki, “TDM intercell
connection fiber-optic bus link for personal radio communication sys-
tems,” IEICE Trans. Commun., vol. E78-B, no. 9, pp. 1287–1294, Sep.
1995.

[16] M. M. Banat and M. Kavehrad, “Reduction of optical beat interference in
SCM/WDM networks using pseudorandom phase modulation,” J. Light-
wave Technol., vol. 12, pp. 1863–1868, Oct. 1994.

[17] S. J. Park, K. Tsukamoto, and S. Komaki, “Proposal of direct optical
switching CDMA for cable-to-the-air system and its performance anal-
ysis,” IEICE Trans. Commun., vol. E81-B, no. 6, pp. 1188–1196, June
1998.

[18] , “Polarity-reversing type photonic receiving scheme for optical
CDMA signal in radio highway,” IEICE Trans. Electron., vol. E81-C,
no. 3, pp. 462–467, March 1998.



3220 JOURNAL OF LIGHTWAVE TECHNOLOGY, VOL. 21, NO. 12, DECEMBER 2003

[19] S. Kajiya, K. Tsukamoto, and S. Komaki, “Proposal of fiber-optic radio
highway networks using CDMA method,” IEICE Trans. Electron., vol.
E79-C, no. 1, pp. 111–117, Jan. 1996.

[20] P. R. Prucnal, M. A. Santoro, and T. R. Fan, “Spread spectrum fiber-optic
local area network using optical processing,” J. Lightwave Technol., vol.
LT-4, pp. 547–554, May 1986.

[21] J. A. Salehi, A. M. Weiner, and J. P. Heritage, “Coherent ultrashort light
pulse code-division multiple access communication systems,” J. Light-
wave Technol., vol. 7, pp. 478–491, Mar. 1990.

[22] S. Benedetto and G. Olmo, “Performance evaluation of coherent optical
CDMA,” Electron. Lett., vol. 27, no. 22, pp. 2000–2002, Oct. 1991.

[23] J. A. Salehi, “Code division multiple access techniques in optical fiber
networks—Parts I: fundamental principles,” IEEE Trans. Commun., vol.
E37, no. 8, pp. 824–833, Aug. 1989.

[24] T. L. Duffield, “A comparison of modulation techniques for quantized
voice communications,” IEEE Trans. Commun., vol. COM-18, pp.
543–550, Oct. 1970.

[25] A. Kohlenberg, “Exact interpolation of band-limited functions,” J. Appl.
Phys., vol. 12, no. 12, pp. 1432–1436, Dec. 1953.

[26] T. O’Farrell and S. I. Lochmann, “Performance analysis of an optical
correlator receiver for SIK DS-CDMA communication systems,” Elec-
tron. Lett., vol. 30, no. 1, pp. 63–65, Jan. 1994.

[27] , “Switched correlator receiver architecture for optical CDMA
networks with bipolar capacity,” Electron. Lett., vol. 31, no. 11, pp.
905–906, May 1995.

[28] F. Khaleghi and M. Kavehrad, “A new correlator receiver architecture
for noncoherent optical CDMA networks with bipolar capacity,” IEEE
Trans. Commun., vol. 44, pp. 1335–1339, Oct. 1996.

[29] L. Nguyen, B. Aazhang, and J. F. Young, “All-optical CDMA with
bipolar codes,” Electron. Lett., vol. 31, no. 6, pp. 469–470, Mar. 1995.

[30] S. J. Park, K. Tsukamoto, and S. Komaki, “Proposal of radio highway
network using a novel direct optical switched CDMA method,” in Tech.
Dig. MWP’96, Kyoto, Japan, Dec. 1996, pp. 77–80.

[31] S. Tamura, S. Nakano, and K. Okazaki, “Optical code-multiplex
transmission by Gold sequence,” J. Lightwave Technol., vol. LT-3, pp.
121–127, Feb. 1985.

[32] T. Higashino, K. Tsukamoto, and S. Komaki, “Experimental study
of received signal performance in direct optical switching CDMA
ROF system,” in Tech. Dig. MWP2002, Hyogo, Japan, Nov. 2002, pp.
233–236.

Katsutoshi Tsukamoto (M’88) was born in Shiga, Japan, on October 7, 1959.
He received the B.E., M.E., and Ph.D. degrees in communications engineering
from Osaka University, Osaka, Japan, in 1982, 1984, and 1995, respectively.

He is currently an Associate Professor in the Department of Communications
Engineering, Osaka University, engaging in research on radio and optical com-
munication systems.

Prof. Tsukamoto is a Member of the Institute of Electronics and Information
Communication Engineers (IEICE) of Japan and the Institute of Television En-
gineers of Japan. He received the Paper Award from the IEICE in 1996.

Takeshi Higashino was born in Osaka, Japan, on November 11, 1978. He re-
ceived the B.E. and M.E. degrees in communications engineering from Osaka
University, Osaka, Japan, in 2001 and 2002, respectively, where he is currently
working toward the Ph.D. degree.

He is engaging in research on radio and optical communication systems.

Takashi Nakanishi was born in Hyogo, Japan, on September 12, 1979. He re-
ceived the B.E. degree in communications engineering from Osaka University,
Osaka, Japan, in 2002, where he is currently working toward the M.E. degree.

He is engaged in research on radio and optical communication systems.

Shozo Komaki (M’84–SM’94) was born in Osaka, Japan, in 1947. He received
the B.E., M.E., and Ph.D. degrees in electrical communication engineering from
Osaka University, Osaka, Japan, in 1970, 1972, and 1983, respectively.

In 1972, he joined NTT Radio Communication Laboratories, where he was
engaged in repeater development for a 20-GHz digital radio system, 16-QAM,
and 256-QAM systems. In 1990, he joined the Faculty of Engineering, Osaka
University, engaging in research on radio and optical communication systems.
He is currently a Professor at Osaka University.

Prof. Komaki is a Member of the Institute of Electronics and Information
Communication Engineers (IEICE) of Japan and the Institute of Television En-
gineers of Japan. He received the Paper Award and the Achievement Award from
IEICE in 1977 and 1994, respectively.


	MTT025
	Return to Contents


